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to China. The European store-keeper in Boksburg must, in addition, derive
exorbitant profits also from the Chinese trade, and whatever the indentured
men may have to spend out of their wages must go into the pockets of the
European store-keepers. Then, indeed, would the gentlemen in Boksburg con-
sider that some small measure of justice has been done to them, otherwise
the Chinese labourers need not have come at all. And if the Chinese store-
keepers are allowed to supply the necessaries to their countrymen, it would
be the height of injustice and a deprivation of the rights of the European
store-keepers. They confess their utter inability to compete with the Chinese
store-keeper. In naked language, it means that they would want to charge
the poor slaves far more than the Chinese store-keepers would ever think of
doing. And so they are concentrating all their energy, influence and power
in preventing a single Chinese trader, or, for that matter, an Indian trader,
from having any share in the Chinese custom. They have petitioned the
Lieutenant-Governor, they have called upon all the Chambers of Commerce
to join them in the combination and in creating a trust1 in the Chinese
trade in their favour. They have been saying pretty plainly that, if the
Government does not come to their assistance, they will take the law into
their own hands and, by hook or by crook, prevent a single Chinese store-
keeper from having a footing in Boksburg. This shows the temper of the
community, and it shows also to what length they are prepared to go in
order to assert or, shall we say, usurp the rights which do not exclusively
belong to them. Like spoiled and petted children, having so far had their
own way, they have overstepped all bounds and simply consider that it is
their right to dictate terms to the Government on any question they like.
Will Mr. Lyttelton yield?
Indian Opinion, 23-7-1904
188. THE BOKSBURG VIGILANTS
We reproduce the following report of the meeting held in Boksburg
in connection with Indian trade, and we are reminded very much of
similar agitation in Durban in 1896;2 and there is a very strong Durban
flavour about the second resolution proposed and carried at the meet-
ing. It runs as follows:
That  this public   meeting   of  the  inhabitants   of  the Municipality of Boks-
burg hereby pledges itself to maintain the principles of the existing Asiatic law
as always interpreted by the people of the Transvaal by using  every possible
means to prevent any Asiatic storekeeper trading or residing in Boksburg Munici-
pality outside the location, and urges on Government that, in view of the compli-
cations which have arisen, the new law absolutely prohibit Asiatic  trading.
Here, then, we see a defiance of the  Supreme Court in the  request
for absolute prohibition of Asiatic trading,   and a threatened resort to
1  'A White monopoly of trade with Chinese labour' is meant.
2  The   reference   is   to   the   European opposition   to the  landing of the Indians. Vide
Vol. II. pp. 186 et seq.